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Sports of the East

O temptations above all others beset the visitor
to China and Japan; they are, to generalize and
compare. These practices might be thought less odious
but for the attitude of those who make them, which
too often is one of excessive praise for China or
Japan and aggressive contempt for Japan or China.
With this warning I make a generalization and a com-
parison. The Japanese are fond of sport. They are much
fonder of sport than the Chinese. I have not said that
all Japanese are or were always fond of all sports.
I have not said that the Japanese are by this much
inferior or superior to the Chinese. I have not even
said that I think sport good. It is, however, true to-day
that the Japanese indulge enthusiastically in swimming,
ski-ing, skating, tennis, football, golf, climbing,
rowing, wrestling, and fencing. In both countries
there are certain relics or a certain revival of archery.
To-day a few Chinese enjoy fencing and tennis, and
to an increasing extent swimming, and in Shanghai
I have often seen them watching the races from
Bubbling Well Road. But that is all.